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103. The same peculiarity in the gift will also account

for that deficiency in the evidence, and other unsatis-
factory circumstances of a like nature, which have
already been spoken of. Since the Divine manifesta-
tion was arbitrary, the testimony would necessarily be
casual. What else could be expected in the case of
occurrences of which there was no notice beforehand,
and often, no trace after, and where we are obliged
to be contented with such witnesses as happened
to be present, or, if they cannot be found, with the w
mere report which has circulated from them ? and
when perhaps, as was noticed in the last paragraph,
the principal parties felt it to be -wrong to court pub-
licity, after our Lord's pattern, and perhaps shrank
from examination? "There is no man," said His
brethren to Him, " that doeth anything in secret, and
he himself seeketh to be known openly; if Thou do
these things, show Thyself to the world." In our
Lord's own case there was a time for concealment
and a time for display; and, as it was a time for
evidence when miracles were wrought by the Apostles,
so afterwards there was a time for other objects and
other uses, when miracles were wrought through the
Church; and as our Lord's miracles were true, though
the Jews complained that He "made them so long
to doubt," so it is no disproof of the miracles of the
Church, that those who do not wish them true have.